


Louisiana: A History is the most ambitious and exciting
project in the history of Louisiana Public Broadcasting. This

six-part series tells the colorful story of Louisiana not only for her
citizens and students, but for all Americans. More than just a re-
view of historic events, the series explores the rich legacy of the
many cultures that have left their imprint on Louisiana and helps
viewers understand why Louisiana is truly a state like no other.

The series begins with pre-history and explores the major events, movements, and personalities
that have shaped Louisiana through to the modern era. It includes the contributions and history of every
region of the state and reflects our cultural diversity, a critical factor in understanding why Louisiana is
different from other southern states.

Louisiana: A History combines historical renderings, rarely seen photographs, and historical docu-
ments with powerful videography to create a unique view of our state. Using old journals, correspon-
dence, and family reminiscences, the story reveals the voices of real people describing how they lived,
worked, played, and survived. In essence, this series explains, “what we are” as a state by showing us
“who we are” as a people.

To ensure historical accuracy, the state’s top historians, teachers, museum directors, nationally rec-
ognized authorities, and authors have served as Advisory Council to the project since its beginning to
provide guidance for the LPB staff.

The series host is Stephen E. Ambrose, former professor of history at the University of New
Orleans. Dr. Ambrose, a distinguished historian and scholar, has appeared in many historical docu-
mentaries. In addition to being a best-selling author (Undaunted Courage and Citizen Soldier), Dr.
Ambrose has been a consultant on both fiction and non-fiction films (Steven Spielberg’s Saving Pri-
vate Ryan and Ken Burns’s Lewis and Clark).

The series narrator is Lynn Whitfield, a native of Baton Rouge, who brings a strong sense of
Louisiana heritage and culture to her role as narrator. She garnered international acclaim and an Emmy
Award for her portrayal of the fascinating Jazz Age entertainer Josephine Baker in HBO’s The Josephine
Baker Story. Feature film credits include Eve’s Bayou with Samuel L. Jackson, and The Color of Hate with
Linda Hamilton, Ms. Whitfield was also featured in A Thin Line Between Love and Hate with Martin
Lawrence and Gone Fishin’ with Joe Pesci and Danny Glover. She has appeared in numerous network
and cable television productions.

The senior producer for the project is Tika Laudun and the series is produced and directed by
Tika Laudun and Al Godoy. It is written by C. E. Richard and is in part based on original scripts written
by Anna Reid Jhirad. Mike Esneault composed music for the series and the executive producers are Beth
Courtney and Clay Fourrier.

Louisiana: A History Series
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EPISODE ONE: This Affair of Louisiana.
The Mississippi River emerges as a defining element of our history. The program explores
the prehistoric cultures of Louisiana’s first residents, the state’s Native Americans. Also
featured are the personalities and events of Louisiana’s colonial period, which left a last-
ing imprint on the state. The episode ends with Napoleon selling Louisiana to the United
States for $15 million.

EPISODE TWO: The New Americans.
Louisiana becomes America’s 18th state in 1812 and slowly becomes a part of the
fledgling nation. There is also an examination of everyday life in antebellum Louisiana
and the economic and cultural forces that led the state to secede from the Union.

EPISODE THREE: War On The Home Front.
This episode examines Louisiana’s role in the Civil War and the impact of this wrenching
conflict on the state and its people. The focus is on the war as it is fought on Louisiana’s soil.

EPISODE FOUR: The Search for Order.
Reconstruction and the rebuilding of the devastated state are viewed through the eyes
of both whites and African-Americans. The political, economic, and cultural growing
pains at the close of the nineteenth century are examined.

EPISODE FIVE: The Currents of Change.
The 1927 Mississippi River flood ravages Louisiana and is the impetus for the creation
of a unified levee system along the great river. The emergence of future governor and
U. S. senator Huey P. Long changes Louisiana politics forever and still affects the state
six decades after his assassination. His colorful and erratic younger brother Earl also
serves three terms as Governor, with some well-publicized visits to mental institutions
during his second term.

EPISODE SIX: No Story Is Ever Over.
The transformation of Louisiana’s economy from agriculture to industry, the civil rights
movement of the 1950’s and 1960’s and Louisiana’s place in the 21st century are fea-
tured in the final episode of the series.

The Series
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To the Teacher

This material contains instructional strategies and student activities designed to accompany the
Louisiana Public Broadcasting Series, Louisiana: A History. Written for the middle school student and
teacher, this material is intended to serve as a guide and a resource to supplement your curriculum.

Each video episode covers numerous topics from Louisiana history. This teacher’s guide is orga-
nized according to these topics. Each episode is broken up into smaller segments that work well for
classroom viewing. Specific classroom assessment information is not included, but will of course be a
component of a complete instructional unit. The activities in the guide are designed to help students
master key concepts of the Louisiana Social Studies Standards. Classroom assessment should be de-
signed to measure their progress toward mastery.

For detailed information about what students are expected to know and do, refer to The Teach-
ers’ Guide for Statewide Assessment for Social Studies from the Louisiana Department of Education.
This reference source explains how students are assessed for each of the social studies benchmarks. The
Louisiana Social Studies Content Standards are available online at www.doe.state.la.us.

This LPB Teacher’s Guide:
· provides a viewing guide for each segment

· correlates with the Louisiana Social Studies Standards

· relates to all four strands of social studies:

geography, economics, civics and history

· supports United States history and Louisiana history benchmarks

· includes examples of higher-order thinking questions

· provides for different learning styles with a wide variety of activities

· uses primary sources in active learning activities

· summarizes the content of the video for teacher reference
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Episode 4:
 The Search for Order

Even before the Southern states admitted defeat, Reconstruction began. Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which went into ef-
fect in 1863, freeing the slaves in Confederate Louisiana. Lincoln outlined his plan
for reviving the government of states under military occupation. His ideas came to be
known as the Ten Percent Plan. After ten percent of the state’s voters who were
registered in 1860 swore loyalty to the Federal government, they could hold a consti-
tutional convention and re-establish a loyal Union government. Readmission to the
Union would follow. Lincoln’s terms were lenient. They did not call for punishment
of the Confederates, nor did they do anything for African-Americans beyond giving
them their freedom.

A group of mostly white Unionists held a constitutional convention in Louisiana in 1864 before

North Louisiana Lumber & Timber Company Railroad Cars Loaded with Timber, 1900.

Courtesy of Louisiana State University in Shreveport, Noel Memorial Library, donated by Kennard Harper.
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the Civil War was over. Most of the delegates to

this convention were Yankees who had come

south. These individuals were called carpetbaggers.

Some of the delegates were free men of color. All

had joined the new Republican Party. This new

state constitution abolished slavery. It also gave sub-

stantial support to desegregated schools. The real

sticking point of the convention centered on vot-

ing rights. Because the free men of color had been

slaves and were uneducated, many Unionists were

unsure if they should be given the right to vote.

Lincoln himself had never been clear on this is-

sue. In the end, blacks were denied the right to

vote because the convention delegates failed to

act. Northern radicals were troubled by this turn

of events because they supported voting rights for

African-Americans.

After the surrender of the Confederacy in

May of 1865, responsibility for Reconstruction re-

verted to local authorities. The Freedman’s Bureau,

an organization that managed the transition from

slavery to wage labor, monitored treatment of free

men of color and found three hundred cases of abuse

in Louisiana during 1866 alone. Through violence

and intimidation, planters got their workers to sign

yearlong labor contracts that put free men of color

at a distinct disadvantage. In Caddo Parish, several

black men were killed when they protested, but the

authorities did nothing. Then local parish govern-

ments and the new Louisiana legislature began pass-

ing Black Codes. These laws regulated labor and

restricted the movement of free men of color. Con-

ditions were akin to slavery once again.

The radicals in the Republican Party

watched these matters with disgust. Lincoln had

died but Andrew Johnson, his successor, had con-

tinued along the same lenient path as his prede-

cessor. Pardons for Southerners were given freely.

No effort was made to abolish the black codes or

guarantee black political and civil rights. In 1866

radicals in Louisiana called a constitutional con-

vention, or amendment meeting, at a hall in New

Orleans, so that they could rewrite the state’s Con-

stitution. These radicals had no authority to call

such a gathering. Their actions angered white

Democrats, who believed that radical Republicans

were pushing black civil rights too far. A number

of whites disrupted the meeting and a race riot

began. When it was over, thirty-four African-

Americans and four whites lay dead. Over one

hundred blacks lay injured and bleeding, many

with serious gun shot wounds. Twenty-seven

whites were wounded as well.

News of this riot and a similar one in Mem-



76

phis, Tennessee outraged the radial Republicans

in Congress. They argued reconstruction under

President Andrew Johnson had failed miserably.

They supported civil rights for blacks, and endorsed

full educational opportunities for the disenfran-

chised so that they could become full members of

society. The Louisiana Riot in 1866 in New Or-

leans proved that Presidential Reconstruction was

a failure. Congressional radicals pushed President

Johnson aside, nearly impeaching him, so that

they might run Reconstruction and improve the

situation for former slaves.

RADICAL RECONSTRUCTION

Radical Republicans were those Republi-

cans in Congress who disagreed with the lenient

approach of Presidential Reconstruction. Most

wanted the defeated Southern states to be pun-

ished for their insurrection and believed that newly

freed African-Americans deserved the right to

vote. All Southern states, including Louisiana,

became military districts. Generals were put in

charge of state governments. States remained un-

der military rule until they ratified the fourteenth

and fifteenth amendments to the U.S. Constitu-

tion. These amendments provided civil rights and

voting rights to free men of color.

Louisiana complied. Blacks were given the

right to vote. In south Louisiana, where blacks were

in the majority, political unknowns were elected

to office. Donaldsonville elected the first black

mayor of any city in the United States. Another

new state constitution was written in 1868. Al-

most half of the delegates to that constitutional

convention were African-American. For the first

time in Louisiana’s history, the state had a bill of

rights that protected the civil liberties of all.

Following the impeachment of radical

Governor Henry Clay Warmouth, Louisiana’s Lieu-

tenant Governor, an African-American named P.

B. S. Pinchback, assumed the governorship and

held that office for about a month. White resis-

tance to Reconstruction grew especially violent

after Radical Republican William Pitt Kellogg be-

came governor.

Kellogg was a carpetbagger from Illinois

who had served in the Union army. He had the

backing of the state’s blacks because of his com-

mitment to equality and his wish that Radical Re-

construction continue. At Colfax in 1873, and in

New Orleans and Coushatta in 1874, whites mur-

dered black Republicans and fought Kellogg’s

troops in heated battles. Nearly five thousand

blacks were killed in Louisiana as a result of vio-
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lence during the Reconstruction period. Such trag-

edy was not peculiar to Louisiana. It occurred all

over the South. Democrats finally won control of

the state and of the South in 1877. Intense dis-

trust of radical Republicans lingered for nearly three

generations.

BOURBONISM

When white southern Democrats took

over various state governments in 1877, critics

called them Bourbons because, like the Bourbons

of France who were restored to power following

the French Revolution, these politicians lived in

the past and never learned from it. The Bourbons

who were in office across the South wanted to turn

back the clock. They wanted to believe that the

Civil War and Reconstruction never happened.

They romanticized the Antebellum South and the

Confederate “Lost Cause.” Most Bourbons had

been Confederates during the war and opposed

the radical Republicans during Reconstruction.

They felt it was wrong to free the slaves and re-

sented giving them equal rights. Bourbons did ev-

erything they could to revoke those rights.

Nearly all were men of property, who hated

taxes and preferred small government. Most gath-

ered in exclusive, cliquish groups. They helped their

business friends get government contracts. The in-

famous Louisiana State Lottery Company and the

James Prison Lease are but two examples of the types

of “special privileges” Bourbons bestowed. Both

were corrupt and exploitive ventures.

Few, if any, of the Bourbons cared for the

common man. Most Southern states under Bour-

bon control did little to promote education. Al-

though money was available, spending remained

low well into the twentieth century. Illiteracy was

widespread and, because of that, many Southerners

had minimal incomes. The schools that did exist

remained segregated. If black children received any

schooling at all, it rarely went beyond the elemen-

tary grades.

Bourbons were racists of varying degrees.

They blamed their states’ economic woes on poor,

uneducated African-Americans. They passed laws

that separated the races at all public facilities. Most

Louisiana Bourbons were either cotton planters in

the northern part of the state or members of the

courthouse crowd. They were on their local elec-

tion boards or held other offices in their parishes.

Many owned general stores, built railroads, cut tim-

ber, or ran local businesses. The Bourbons were

closely aligned with newspaper editors in Louisiana’s

major cities, especially those in Shreveport and New
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Orleans. They dedicated themselves to suppressing

African-Americans’ political and economic gains.

Because they were sharecroppers and tenant farm-

ers in the cotton parishes, blacks were victimized by

powerful planters. The Bourbons blithely stuffed

ballot boxes, miscounted black votes, and thought

nothing of using violence and economic intimida-

tion to put their Democratic candidates in office.

Lynchings were common in some northern hill par-

ishes. Many whites resorted to terror to assert their

authority. The Louisiana Constitutions written in

1879 and 1898 reflected Bourbon thinking. The

1898 document took voting rights away from both

blacks and poor whites. On the local level, the num-

ber of segregation laws increased. This continued

well into the early part of the twentieth century.

From the end of Reconstruction to the era of Huey

Long, Bourbon neglect was rampant and Louisiana

suffered because of it.

THE COLONIAL ECONOMY AT THE

TURN OF THE CENTURY

Following Reconstruction, Louisiana’s

economy remained largely agricultural. Cotton,

sugar, and rice were the staple crops. Because so

many plantations were destroyed during the Civil

War and because slavery had been abolished, it

was necessary for landowners to forge new eco-

nomic arrangements with their laborers. Few Loui-

siana citizens, either black or white, could afford

to buy land. Most had to work for others in order

to survive. The most common arrangement in-

volved sharecropping, wherein farmers shared a

percentage of their crop with the owners of the

land they cultivated. Sharecropping was prevalent

in the cotton-growing parishes. Harvest time was

all-important because it was when the cotton was

weighed and accounts were settled. Sharecroppers

usually found themselves in debt to their landown-

ers. Few were able to save money and escape the

cycle of poverty.

Cotton and sugar raised in Louisiana were

sold in other areas of the world. By providing these

raw materials to the outside world in return for

manufactured goods, the state’s economy remained

a colonial one. Louisiana produced few durable

goods on its own; thus, local wealth was concen-

trated and limited to those who controlled the pro-

duction and flow of raw materials out of the state.

There was a minimal amount of industrial produc-

tion occurring in New Orleans, but this activity

was the exception rather than the rule.

To add to the colonial nature of the

economy, large lumber and oil corporations from
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the North moved into Louisiana during the late

nineteenth century. The state’s vast pine forests

were still largely untouched and provided excel-

lent raw material for companies that had already

cut all the timber elsewhere. In a short time, saw-

mills and railroads sprang to life as trees were felled

and converted into building materials. Some lum-

ber companies established towns, such as Long

Leaf in Rapides Parish, where locals found em-

ployment. These lumber companies, however,

merely extracted Louisiana’s raw materials and

sold them elsewhere. Their profits went, for the

most part, out of state. Companies paid little for

the privilege of cutting down Louisiana timber

and their investment in the state was minimal

compared to their profits.

The story of oil is somewhat similar. The

first oil well was drilled in Jennings in 1901 and

the first big boom took place in northwest Louisi-

ana near Bossier City in a place now called Oil

City. Once again a precious natural resource was

extracted from the state. Although some jobs were

provided in return and some development oc-

curred, the overall flow of resources and money

was out of the state. Standard Oil Company built

a refinery in Baton Rouge. Other companies fol-

lowed suit and job opportunities increased; but the

dire environmental consequences of this develop-

ment fell upon the locals and not upon corporate

owners from out of state.

SEGREGATION AND JIM CROW

Racism became institutionalized in Louisi-

ana when the Bourbons passed laws that treated

blacks as second-class citizens. In 1890, Bourbon

hatred of African-Americans manifested itself in

the first Jim Crow legislation in the South. The

term “Jim Crow,” which had been around for years,

referred to a popular black-faced dance that nega-

tively stereotyped African-Americans. Most Jim

Crow laws applied to public sector activities, in-

cluding transportation, dining, and shopping.

In 1890, Senator Murphy J. Foster intro-

duced the Separate Car Act which required Afri-

can-American passengers to sit apart from white

passengers in railroad cars. Homer Plessy, a New

Orleans civil rights activist, challenged this law.

The authorities arrested him. The case went from

the local courts to the state courts to the United

States Supreme Court in Washington. In May of

1896 the Supreme Court ruled in Plessy v. Ferguson

that the concept of “separate but equal” stood as

the law of the land. Voting with the majority was

an Associate Justice named Edward Douglas
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White, a sugar planter from Lafourche Parish and

the son of a former Louisiana governor. The Su-

preme Court’s ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson facili-

tated segregation throughout the south. All forms

of public transportation maintained separate seat-

ing sections for whites and blacks. Those who tried

to resist were met with violence. Lynchings in-

creased from the 1890’s into the early 1900’s.

EDUCATION IN BOURBON LOUISIANA

In colonial times, most of the schools that

existed were supported by the Catholic Church or

religious orders doing missionary work. The Old

Ursuline Convent, which opened in 1749, was the

first school in which a small number of Indians, as

well as some white and black children, were taught.

Usually only the wealthy could afford to send their

children for instruction. In Antebellum times, plan-

tations employed a huge number of slaves who were

not educated. Reconstruction provided limited

educational opportunities, but few efforts at im-

proving education for blacks were made until the

1960’s. For the most part, Louisiana did not have

a school system before the Civil War. Planters con-

cerned about their children sent them north or to

Europe to get an education. More often, though,

planters imported private tutors from the north to

teach their children.

Some parishes were lucky enough to have

what were called “academies” or “colleges.” These

institutions were one-room schoolhouses for poor

whites and the children of less prosperous plant-

ers. Most of the students were boys because girls

were kept at home to learn household skills from

their mothers. The teachers at these “academies”

were often Northerners. One-room schoolhouses

were usually packed with students of varying ages

and ability levels. Teaching often took a back seat

to discipline. Most Cajuns stayed away from such

schools because they spoke French and could not

easily learn English, much less Latin or Greek. Yet

by 1850, about half of all white children in the

state were exposed to some form of rudimentary

education, be it from private tutors or one-room

schoolhouses.

Before the Civil War, Louisiana had some

of the wealthiest communities in the country. The

state had the means to build public schools but

choose not to do so. Individuals were left to fend

for themselves. By 1850, Massachusetts had a state-

wide public education system in place. No such

effort was undertaken in Louisiana. The Civil War

destroyed the state’s agricultural prosperity. For

many years Louisiana had little means with which
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to improve education on a statewide scale, nor did

Louisiana have the will to do so.

Reconstruction provided only a little

hope for the state. The carpetbaggers who came

south brought the ideas of the great Massachu-

setts educator, Horace Mann. Nevertheless, lo-

cal whites opposed racial equality. Mostly they

disdained the few experiments in interracial

schooling that occurred in New Orleans and the

higher taxes that were required to support the

teachers who brought radical ideas from out of

state. Corruption was rampant.

The black radical Republican State Super-

intendent of Education during Reconstruction

complained that most of the funds given to his

office were “squandered and misappropriated” by

the political hacks who administered educational

“reforms.” Most of the time, teachers in New Or-

leans were forced to cash their paychecks at half

their face value because the credit of the state was

not very good. Few banks were willing to cash

teachers’ salary checks at full value because such

checks could be worthless at any given time. Con-

sequently, few were motivated to enter the teach-

ing profession, and those who did left the state for

more secure pay elsewhere if they could.

The end of Reconstruction in 1877

doomed public education in Louisiana. The

Bourbon’s opposed it. Their general neglect of the

state from 1877 to 1900 made widespread public

education impossible. The Bourbons regarded edu-

cation as a personal matter, one in which the state

should not become involved. They preferred pri-

vate education for the children of the elite. In the

late 1870’s the Bourbons slashed the state’s educa-

tion budget, which effectively undercut the small

advances made by the radical Republicans during

Reconstruction. No new schools were built, few

new materials were purchased, and minimal effort

was made to improve the education of black chil-

dren. The Bourbons refused to fund additional

black schools and denied help to those already in

existence. Racism motivated state leaders to segre-

gate schools even more than they already were.

The United States Supreme Court affirmed the

Bourbon’s practice when it issued its “separate but

equal” ruling in the Plessy v. Ferguson case in 1896.

Louisiana’s public schools remained segregated until

the 1960’s.

Bourbon neglect and racism was strongest at

the parish level. In 1880, Ouachita Parish did not

have one single public school for either whites or

blacks. In another parish the children met for class in

a barn full of sheep. The Bourbons put a clause in the
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1879 Constitution that capped parish school super-

intendents’ earnings at $200 a year. This small salary,

coupled with the lack of any support for local public

schools caused Louisiana to fall further and further

behind the American mainstream.

Louisiana did have several opportunities to

get outside funding for public education, but the

money never materialized. From 1883 to 1888,

Congress debated a bill that would have given the

state four million dollars to improve its educational

facilities. Most Bourbons opposed the idea, how-

ever, because they claimed that if Louisiana ac-

cepted the money, northerners would come down

and meddle in local affairs. Henry J. Hearsy, an

ardent Bourbon, vehemently opposed accepting

federal dollars because the money had to be used

to improve both white and black schools and Bour-

bons opposed the education of blacks. In the end,

Bourbon opposition won out, and the state lost

millions of dollars in federal funds.

The blacks in the state suffered the most.

At the time there were only 828 black teachers for

the nearly 200,000 black school age children in

the state. Of these 828 black teachers, only a small

percent had advanced degrees. In 1890, only about

30% of the African-Americans in Louisiana could

read. Bourbon policy condemned these people to

ignorance and poverty. The state of black educa-

tion remained poor from the late nineteenth cen-

tury until the 1950’s and 1960’s, when the famous

Brown v. Board of Education decision was ren-

dered and the civil rights movement ended school

segregation. Bourbon neglect had taken its toll on

the state.

POPULISM

By the 1890’s, discontent with Bourbon

rule became evident in the countryside. Modest

farmers in North Louisiana became trapped in a

cycle of depressed prices and debt. Drought and

crop failures caused frustration. Poverty plagued the

land. Approximately seventy percent of white farm-

ers in Louisiana were in debt, as were nearly all

African-Americans. Prices for goods bought on

credit were nearly twenty-five percent higher than

their cash value. Sharecropping and tenant farm-

ing made the situation worse. Bourbon Democrats

refused to change the laws to protect poor Louisi-

anians from arbitrary railroad rates and northern

creditors. As a result, local farmers were attracted to

a new national movement, which came to be known

as the Populist Party. This movement was centered

in the rural Midwest and South. Southern Popu-

lists were a threat to the Bourbons because they splin-
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tered the Democratic Party.

In the spring of 1893, the United States

tumbled into a severe depression that lasted until

1897. One hundred fifty-three of the one hundred

fifty-eight national banks in operation in the south

and west went out of business. The price of cot-

ton, sugar, wheat, and corn fell to half their previ-

ous levels. Populists, who had long complained

about the evils of Wall Street, railroads, and credi-

tors, were outraged. Party membership surged. The

Populists ran candidates in the 1892 election in

Louisiana and survived until 1896 when they were

defeated by Murphy J. Foster. While the Populists

may have failed as a party, their ideas did not die

out in the hill parishes of North Louisiana that

produced Huey. Long.

THE ELECTION OF 1896

In 1894, the Democrats in Congress upset

both Republicans and the sugar growers in south

Louisiana by passing the Wilson-Gorman Tariff.

This new tariff removed government protection

from industries and withdrew government subsi-

dies for sugar. Immediately, sugar growers in Loui-

siana bolted from the Democratic Party to the

Republican Party in protest. African-American

laborers who were Republicans were suddenly al-

lowed to vote freely in elections.

As the national depression deepened, the

political prospects of the discontented sugar plant-

ers and the Populists improved. In many states they

combined forces with the few remaining Republi-

cans. The Bourbons continued to ignore the Popu-

list demands for relief. Terrible flooding in 1893

added to the misery on many farms. With little

warning the water dried up and a severe drought

hit Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, and northern

Louisiana. With the defection of the sugar plant-

ers to the Republican Party, the Populists active in

the north central parishes, and the advent of a civic

reform league aimed at ending the corrupt New

Orleans’ mayoral regime that was allied with Gov-

ernor Murphy J. Foster, the Bourbons were in

trouble. The Populists and Republicans united into

a movement to fuse their ideas and their members

were disgruntled farmers, sugar planters, and Afri-

can-Americans.

On January 23, 1896, sixty-seven year-old

sugar planter John Newton Pharr was nominated

as a gubernatorial candidate. Pharr lived in St. Mary

Parish, was a neighbor of Governor Foster, and

considered himself to be a Republican; however,

he held many Populist views that won him acclaim

in the depressed parishes of the north. Disgruntled
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sugar planters contributed to his impressive cam-

paign chest in an effort to scare Foster and his allies.

The Democrats united because control of

the state was at stake. Bourbons and their reac-

tionary policies were the issue. Most newspapers

and courthouse leaders supported the Bourbons,

particularly in the cotton parishes along the rivers.

Election supervisors, for the most part, were in

Bourbon hands, meaning that fraud would be used

in order to secure the election. African-Americans

were bribed and intimidated. A record twenty-one

lynchings were reported in Louisiana in 1896, but

the actual number was undoubtedly much higher.

Democrats resorted to blatant racism to get white

voters on their side. Foster and his allies tried to

shame the Populists and white Republicans by re-

minding them that they were cooperating with the

African-Americans as the Reconstructionists had

done. Pharr carried almost all of Acadiana, south-

west Louisiana, north central Louisiana, and East

Baton Rouge Parish. Thanks to fraud, Foster car-

ried the cotton parishes along the Mississippi and

Red Rivers. He also won a majority of votes in and

around Shreveport and New Orleans.

To ensure that white rule was never threat-

ened again, Louisiana Bourbons revoked the vot-

ing rights of blacks and many poor whites. Foster’s

constitutional convention of 1898 tied property

ownership to voting, thus disenfranchising many.

Republican Party registration in Louisiana went

from 130,334 men in 1896 (with twenty-six par-

ishes showing a black majority) to 1,342 men in

1904 (with not a single parish showing a black

majority.) To win back the support of poor whites,

many were “grandfathered” in provided they could

prove that someone in their family had voted be-

fore 1867. Despite this concession, many whites

were so frustrated with the political process that

they abandoned it in disgust. Disenfranchisement

destroyed both the Republican Party and the Popu-

list Party. The removal of these two groups made

elections in Louisiana more honest and less vio-

lent after 1896. The Bourbons remained supreme

and unchallenged until a whirlwind from Winn

Parish toppled their regime.

PROGRESSIVE REFORM

The Progressive Movement began as a na-

tional reform effort to clean up corruption and mis-

management in cities around the nation. The big

urban centers of New York, Chicago, and even

New Orleans saw well-to-do, middle class people

urge honesty in office and a business approach to

management. Historians have called these Louisi-



85

ana progressives Urban Bourbons, because they

wanted improvement but they did not want to

upset the state’s prevailing racial and social mores.

 Kate and Jean Gordon were among the

state’s Urban Bourbons. They advocated for bet-

ter drainage and took up the cause of women’s

suffrage. Several governors took tentative steps

towards reform as well. Newton Blanchard, who

was an ardent Bourbon stalwart from Shreveport,

signed a bill into law that created primary elec-

tions. For the first time Louisiana voters would have

a voice in determining their party’s candidates.

Because only the Democratic Party survived in

Louisiana, and blacks were denied the right to vote,

critics called Blanchard’s law the “white primary.”

Blanchard also funded the construction of more

schools and instituted a teacher certification plan.

His appointment of the state’s first true Superin-

tendent of Education was another step in the right

direction; nonetheless, the Louisiana schools that

did exist remained segregated. Illiteracy was still

prevalent and educational opportunities were few.

Blanchard’s Lieutenant Governor, J. Y. Sanders

later became Governor. He built a few gravel roads,

but his reforms were not comprehensive. The most

notable progressive governor was John Parker, who

served during the early 1920’s. He instituted a sev-

erance tax on all oil removed from the state. For

the first time, oil companies would have to pay the

state for the natural resources they extracted; how-

ever, Parker’s tax remained low and its full poten-

tial was not realized until much later. It would take

Huey Long to institute real change in Louisiana.

GLOSSARY

Bourbon: Member of Louisiana’s conservative white
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elite

Lottery: Game of chance based on the purchase of a ticket

Progressive: Reformer who wanted to rid government of corruption and improve, but not completely

change, society
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Louisiana: A History
Episode Four: The Search For Order

Topic Guide and VHS Locator

Topic .................................. Title As It Appears on Screen ..............Minutes into program

1: Mechanics Institute Riot ................................................................................................................................................... 03 min. 43 s.

2: Radical Reconstruction ........................................ Radical Reconstruction .............................................. 05 min. 49 s..

3: Republican Louisiana ......................................... Republican Louisiana ................................................ 10 min. 42 s.

4: Government Under Siege .................................................................................................................................................. 13 min. 38 s.

5: Terrorism ....................................................... Terrorism ............................................................. 19 min. 06 s.

6: The Battle of Liberty Place ................................................................................................................................................ 21 min. 36 s.

7: The End of Reconstruction ................................................ The End of Reconstruction .......................................... 22 min. 52 s.

8: Bourbon Redeemers ........................................................................................................................................................... 26 min. 22 s.

 9: Sharecropping ................................................................................................................................................................... 28 min. 37 s.

10: Bourbon Vs. Populists ...................................................................................................................................................... 30 min. 10 s.

11: Separate But Equal (Plessy v. Ferguson ) ....................... Separate But Equal ................................................... 31 min. 34 s.

12: Momentous Changes (The Lottery) .............................. Momentous Changes ................................................ 35 min. 47 s.

 13: Industry and Advances ................................................................................................................................................... 37 min. 45 s.

 14: Education ........................................................................................................................................................................ 42 min. 20 s.

15: Sources of Hope .............................................. Sources Of Hope ..................................................... 44 min. 05 s.
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factors that have helped to shape Ameri-
can political culture;

H-1A-M3 analyzing the impact that specific indi-
viduals, ideas, events, and decisions had on
the course of history;

H-1A-M2 demonstrating historical perspectives
through the political, social, and economic
context in which an event or idea occurred;

H-1B-M13 comparing and evaluating various re-
construction plans of the post-Civil War era;

H-1D-M1 describing the contributions of people,
events, movements, and ideas that have
been significant in the history of Louisiana;

H-1D-M2 tracing the development of the various
governments that have been

H-1D-M3 identifying and discussing the major con-
flicts in Louisiana’s past;

Key Terms:
Reconstruction, basic freedoms, Congress,
President, election, appointed govern-
ment positions, citizen, citizenship, and
political parties

Introduction:
Students will examine the decision making pro-
cess in their lives. The discussion guidelines are:

Topic: Reconstruction
Episode 4 Activities: Part 5

Identify decisions you make in your life. Which of
these decisions affect other people? When you
make a decision, do you consider how your deci-
sion will affect  others? Now, think of decisions
made by other people that affect you. Do you think
others consider the effect on you? Why is it hard
for people to consider everyone involved? Do you
think most people make decisions based primarily
on their own needs and wants? Why or why not?
Explain to students that conflict about decisions is
a major theme of the Reconstruction Era.

Viewing Guide:
The students will look for information about the dif-
ficult decisions of this time. A handout is provided.

Activity 1: With a partner, students use a large
sheet of newsprint to summarize the events of Re-
construction in Louisiana. The information should
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be expressed with simple drawings rather than words.

Activity 2: With a partner, students role-play conversations that might have occurred during Recon-
struction. A handout is provided.

Activity 3: Students examine the difficulties of the period, expressing themselves through art. They
create an abstract drawing explaining the title of “The Darkness of Reconstruction.” This can be done
very effectively with a pencil only.

Activity 4: In small groups, students consider what motivates people. Explain that when crowds of
people gather in excitement about a controversial situation, they frequently begin chanting together to
express their opinions. Each group creates a chant that relates to one of the crowds that might have
gathered during Reconstruction.

Activity 5: Students form groups to role-play an activity to focus on the process of decision-making. A
handout is provided.

Activity 6: Students follow their group activity about decision-making by relating the decision-making
strategies to the Reconstruction Period. In small groups, list several decisions that were made during this
period and identify the strategy used to make the decisions. Each group reports to the entire class.

Higher Order Thinking Questions:
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These are examples of questions that will require students to apply complex thinking to the content of
the lesson.

1. How did Lincoln’s assassination affect Louisiana?
2. When General Sheridan took control of Louisiana during Military Reconstruction, why

did he remove office holders and appoint new ones?
3. Why do some people think Oscar J. Dunn might have been murdered?
4. Why was education so important for the freed slaves?
5. Why did so much violence occur during this time?
6. Why did Congress take away the right to vote from former Confederates in the Recon-

struction Act of 1867?
7. Why did people during this time have so much trouble understanding opposing points

of view?
8. How did infighting in the Republican Party affect the outcome of Reconstruction?
9. Confederates were allowed to vote immediately following the end of the Civil War, then

lost that right. How did they react to this?
10. Freedmen received the right to vote during the Reconstruction period, then lost that right

following the Reconstruction period. How did this affect events in Louisiana?
11. How did the presence of the Federal troops affect Reconstruction in Louisiana?
12. When Henry Warmoth was accused of being corrupt, he implied that everyone was doing it

and it was acceptable. Why do you think people justify their actions with this argument?
13. What evidence shows that the government in Louisiana almost lost control?



91

Viewing Guide Handout

Study the decisions made during Reconstruction. The video uses pictures and words to give you infor-
mation. What did you see and hear in this episode that tells you about the difficult decisions people faced
at that time?

SEE HEAR
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Activity 2: Conversations From History

With a partner, choose one of the following situations and develop a script for a short conversation. Your
conversation should reveal their feelings, attitudes, opinions, or information about the time.

1. Two Confederate soldiers returning home to Louisiana

2. Two Union soldiers leaving Louisiana at the end of the war

3. Two slaves who have just learned they are free

4. Two young women from Boston who have come to Louisiana to teach in a school run by
the Freedman’s Bureau

5. Two former Confederates who are members of the first legislature after the war

6. Two wealthy African-Americans who have always been free in a discussion about whether
the freed slaves should be allowed to vote immediately

7. Two African-American legislators who are discussing their goals for the state

8. Two former slaves as they discuss their living conditions after the war

9. Two members of Congress discussing the Reconstruction Act

10. President Grant and a political friend talking about why it is time to pull the troops from Louisiana
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Activity 5: Making Decisions

Groups of people make decisions in several different ways. Some are more organized, such as voting and
allowing the majority to decide. The majority opinion is the vote of at least one more than half of the
people. Another organized way to make group decisions is to discuss until a consensus is reached. Reaching
consensus means that the entire group agrees on the decision, even if some compromises have to be
worked out.

An informal way to make decisions is to take turns as the person who decides. Sometimes the person who
is the strongest, either physically or through personality or power takes over and makes the decisions.

With your group, select a situation in which you might have to make a group decision today. One sugges-
tion is choosing a movie for the group. In your small group, role-play the discussion for each method for
making decisions. Write a comment about each after the role-play.

1. I observed this about the majority rule:

2. I observed this about consensus:

3. I observed this about taking turns:

4. I observed this about allowing the strongest to decide:



94

Louisiana Social Studies Content Standards:
G-1D-M1 analyzing and evaluating the effects of hu-

man actions upon the physical environment;
G-1D-M3 analyzing the worldwide distribution and

utilization of natural resources;
C-1A-M1 explaining major ideas about why gov-

ernments are necessary and evaluating com-
peting positions on the purposes governments
should serve;

E-1A-M2 analyzing consequences of economic de-
cisions in terms of additional benefits and
additional costs;

H-1D-M1 describing the contributions of people,
events, movements, and ideas that have
been significant in the history of Louisiana;

H-1D-M5 tracing the development and growth of
Louisiana’s economy throughout history;

Key Terms:
populism, Jim Crow Laws, Plessy v.
Ferguson, taxes, natural disaster, flood,
banks, investments, private versus public
services, standard of living, natural
resources, labor union, and strike

Topic: “Troublesome Dawn”
Bourbon Control and the Turn of the Century

Episode 4 Activities: Part 6

Introduction:
The students will discuss the role of power in their
lives. Discussion questions include: Do you ever
feel powerless? What is the situation? Who has the
power in the situation? Can you identify situations
in which there is a struggle for power? Can you
identify any situations where everyone involved
has part of the power? How do people get power
over others? What different ways do people with
power handle that authority? When do you have
power? How do you handle it? Are you willing to
share your power with others?

Viewing Guide:
A handout is provided. Students will identify
people or groups of people who had power during
this time and those who had little or no power.
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Activity 1: Students create a political cartoon about one of the power struggles identified in their view-
ing guides.

Activity 2: In groups of four or five, students will discuss the following question: Which of these power
struggles is still going on in some way, which are not occurring any more and what new power struggles
are happening in Louisiana today? A reporter for each group will summarize the opinions of the group for
the entire class.

Activity 3: Groups of six will role-play committees planning for the World’s Industrial and Cotton
Centennial Exposition held in New Orleans in 1884. The purpose of the committee meeting is to
identify positive aspects of the time, the economy, cultural life, the people, and progress. They should
elect a chairperson and a recorder.

Activity 4: Students will individually sketch a design for an exhibit or some part of an exhibit for the
Exposition, based on their committee’s report.

Activity 5: Students will consider the role of music in expressing a culture. This concept is introduced in
the video with the information about jazz. Each student will create a mini-poster about this title: “My
Music-My Culture.”

Activity 6: Students will make predictions about the next turn of the century in 2100. A handout is
provided.

Activity 7: The students will complete a writing assignment about their own lives at the beginning of
the 21st century. A handout is provided.
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Higher Order Thinking Questions:

These are examples of questions that will require students to apply complex thinking to the content of
the lesson.

1. How is society affected when some people are wealthy, some are poor, and few are middle class?
2. How did the Louisiana Lottery Company then differ from the Louisiana State Lottery now?
3. How did the lottery company gain and maintain power?
4. Why did the Knights of Labor get support in Louisiana?
5. Could the large banks have had a different affect on the economy at the time?
6. How did the tensions between groups of people affect Louisiana then and how are those

effects still felt?
7. How did oil bring change to Louisiana?
8. Why was it possible for Burke to steal so much money from the state?
9. Why are workers sometimes willing to strike?

10. Why did the Exposition include both cotton and industrial in the title?
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Viewing Guide Handout

As the 19th century ended and the 20th century began, the political and economic power was held by a
small group of people, often called the Bourbons. This episode will explain the Bourbons and describe
other groups of people who felt powerless. Use the chart below to identify these groups of people.

    People and groups with power      People and groups with little or no power
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Activity 6: Making Predictions

Predicting the future involves more than guesswork. Using information about the past and the present
can lead to ideas about the future. Use what you learned about Louisiana at the turn of the 20th century
and your own knowledge of the beginning of the 21st century to describe Louisiana in 100 years.

For each category, make one prediction.

Education:

Environment:

Culture:

Economy:

Technology:

Government:

Analyze Your Thinking

Knowledge of the past and the present may provide hints about the future but this will not give a
completely accurate prediction. What other factors might influence what happens in the future?
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The Turn of the Century

 The turn of a century is considered to be the ten years before and the ten years after the first year
of the century. Using this definition, you are living through the turn of the 21st century.

Consider the episode about the beginning of the 20th century. Think of life at that time for
someone your age. What would you like to know about them and their lifestyle? Write a list of ten
questions you would ask that person. Then answer those questions as they relate to life today. Use this
information as your outline as you complete this writing assignment. Write a description about life at the
beginning of the 21st century that would be interesting to someone your age at the beginning of the 22nd

century. The length of your completed selection should be 150-200 words.
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