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Louisiana: A History Series
Lproject in the history of Louisiana Public Broadcasting. This
six-part series tells the colorful story of Louisiana not only for her
citizens and students, but for all Americans. More than just a re-
view of historic events, the series explores the rich legacy of the
many cultures that have left their imprint on Louisiana and helps
viewers understand why Louisiana is truly a state like no other.

The series begins with pre-history and explores the major events, movements, and person
ve shaped Louisiana through to the modern era. It includes the contributions and history of
of the state and reflects our cultural diversity, a critical factor in understanding why Louis
t from other southern states.
Louisiana: A History combines historical renderings, rarely seen photographs, and historical

with powerful videography to create a unique view of our state. Using old journals, corre
 and family reminiscences, the story reveals the voices of real people describing how they
, played, and survived. In essence, this series explains, “what we are” as a state by show
e are” as a people.
To ensure historical accuracy, the state’s top historians, teachers, museum directors, national
 authorities, and authors have served as Advisory Council to the project since its beginn
 guidance for the LPB staff.
The series host is Stephen E. Ambrose, former professor of history at the University o
s. Dr. Ambrose, a distinguished historian and scholar, has appeared in many historical

ries. In addition to being a best-selling author (Undaunted Courage and Citizen Soldier
se has been a consultant on both fiction and non-fiction films (Steven Spielberg’s Savin
an and Ken Burns’s Lewis and Clark).
The series narrator is Lynn Whitfield, a native of Baton Rouge, who brings a strong se
na heritage and culture to her role as narrator. She garnered international acclaim and an 
 for her portrayal of the fascinating Jazz Age entertainer Josephine Baker in HBO’s The Jos
tory. Feature film credits include Eve’s Bayou with Samuel L. Jackson, and The Color of Hat
amilton, Ms. Whitfield was also featured in A Thin Line Between Love and Hate with M

ce and Gone Fishin’ with Joe Pesci and Danny Glover. She has appeared in numerous ne
le television productions.
The senior producer for the project is Tika Laudun and the series is produced and direc
udun and Al Godoy. It is written by C. E. Richard and is in part based on original scripts w
a Reid Jhirad. Mike Esneault composed music for the series and the executive producers ar
ey and Clay Fourrier.
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EPISODE ONE: This Affair of Louisiana.
The Mississippi River emerges as a defining element of our history. The program explores
the prehistoric cultures of Louisiana’s first residents, the state’s Native Americans. Also
featured are the personalities and events of Louisiana’s colonial period, which left a last-
ing imprint on the state. The episode ends with Napoleon selling Louisiana to the United
States for $15 million.

EPISODE TWO: The New Americans.
Louisiana becomes America’s 18th state in 1812 and slowly becomes a part of the

The Series
fledgling nation. There is also an examination of everyday life in antebellum Louisiana

and the economic and cultural forces that led the state to secede from the Union.

EPISODE THREE: War On The Home Front.
This episode examines Louisiana’s role in the Civil War and the impact of this wrenching
conflict on the state and its people. The focus is on the war as it is fought on Louisiana’s soil.

EPISODE FOUR: The Search for Order.
Reconstruction and the rebuilding of the devastated state are viewed through the eyes
of both whites and African-Americans. The political, economic, and cultural growing
pains at the close of the nineteenth century are examined.

EPISODE FIVE: The Currents of Change.
The 1927 Mississippi River flood ravages Louisiana and is the impetus for the creation
of a unified levee system along the great river. The emergence of future governor and
U. S. senator Huey P. Long changes Louisiana politics forever and still affects the state
six decades after his assassination. His colorful and erratic younger brother Earl also
serves three terms as Governor, with some well-publicized visits to mental institutions
during his second term.

EPISODE SIX: No Story Is Ever Over.
The transformation of Louisiana’s economy from agriculture to industry, the civil rights
movement of the 1950’s and 1960’s and Louisiana’s place in the 21st century are fea-
tured in the final episode of the series.
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To the Teacher

This material contains instructional strategies and student activities designed to accompany the
Louisiana Public Broadcasting Series, Louisiana: A History. Written for the middle school student and
teacher, this material is intended to serve as a guide and a resource to supplement your curriculum.

Each video episode covers numerous topics from Louisiana history. This teacher’s guide is orga-
nized according to these topics. Each episode is broken up into smaller segments that work well for
classroom viewing. Specific classroom assessment information is not included, but will of course be a
component of a complete instructional unit. The activities in the guide are designed to help students
master key concepts of the Louisiana Social Studies Standards. Classroom assessment should be de-
signed to measure their progress toward mastery.

For detailed information about what students are expected to know and do, refer to The Teach-
ers’ Guide for Statewide Assessment for Social Studies from the Louisiana Department of Education.
This reference source explains how students are assessed for each of the social studies benchmarks. The
Louisiana Social Studies Content Standards are available online at www.doe.state.la.us.

This LPB Teacher’s Guide:
· provides a viewing guide for each segment

· correlates with the Louisiana Social Studies Standards

· relates to all four strands of social studies:

geography, economics, civics and history

· supports United States history and Louisiana history benchmarks

· includes examples of higher-order thinking questions

· provides for different learning styles with a wide variety of activities

· uses primary sources in active learning activities

· summarizes the content of the video for teacher reference
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FLOOD OF 1927

In the spring of 1927, Louisiana fell victim to one of the greatest natural
disasters the country had ever suffered. The torrential rains that fell the fall before
burst the levees along the Mississippi River and its tributaries, leaving nearly two
hundred thousand Louisianians homeless. Although the flood claimed casualties,
the number was surprisingly low because of the first federally funded disaster relief
aid organized by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover. The effects of the
Great Flood of 1927 lasted long after waters receded and Louisianans began to see
many social and political changes.

Episode 5:
   Currents of Change

Huey Long, his wife Rose and their children Palmer, Russell and Rose Lolita at the Long home in Shreveport, 1920s. Courtesy of

the Louisiana Collection, State Library of Louisiana, Baton Rouge and the Foundation for Historical Louisiana, Old Governor’s Mansion.
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LONGISM

Huey P. Long was elected governor of

Louisiana in the 1928 primary with only forty-

three percent of the vote. Though hardly winning

victory by a landslide, he embarked upon an am-

bitious agenda that included building more roads

and bridges, erecting a new state capitol and a new

governor’s mansion, giving free textbooks to school

children, and making LSU a first-class university,

among other genuine improvements that were

sorely needed after years of Bourbon neglect. His-

torians have often said that by doing these things

Long brought Louisiana “kicking and screaming”

into the twentieth century. In order to get all these

programs passed by the legislature and accom-

plished in fact, Long often resorted to question-

able means. Intimidation and corruption were

hallmarks of his regime. Long believed that “the

end justified the means.”

His chief opponent in the legislature, Cecil

Morgan, said Long was power-hungry and his

methods were corrupt. During his final years in

office Long took on many of the characteristics of

a dictator; yet, if poor people out in the rural par-

ishes needed roads or a bridge, they were going to

have them, even if Long had to use every trick at

his disposal to get the task accomplished.

Most individuals in the House and Senate

opposed Long because they were gentlemen of the

“old school,” mostly lawyers or businessmen, who

were content with doing very little with the small

amount of money the state raised each year. Many

of these legislators still thought like Bourbons and

preferred minimal taxes and minimal state spend-

ing. They routinely asked company attorneys to

draft the laws that regulated their own businesses.

The taxes and fees these companies paid the state

remained low. Standard Oil was famous for paying

a “generous” one or two percent severance tax on

the oil and natural gas that it extracted from Loui-

siana. Such cozy relationships raised the ire of Long,

who witnessed, firsthand, the rural poverty of north

Louisiana, the withering crops that could not get

to market because of bad roads and the swollen

bayous with no bridges across them. Long resented

these well educated, pampered legislators who

looked upon the House and Senate as their exclu-

sive club. Long was driven by a certain class re-

sentment. He masterfully played on this “rich ver-

sus poor” stereotype. Like Robin Hood, Long took

from the rich and gave to the poor. He ascended

platforms around the state and proclaimed “every

man a King.” When the nation was in the throes

of the Great Depression, Long promoted a “Share
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Our Wealth” policy. Songs were written about him.

Using unprecedented radio addresses, Long mus-

tered public support and asked people to urge their

legislators to vote his way. Long rallied against his

opponents and put men in office who supported

his point of view.

While at first Long relied primarily on grass

roots efforts to get his way, he also applied per-

sonal pressure on the legislature. Without notice,

announcement, or warning, Long would burst into

the hall and yell, scream, carry on, and bang on

politicians’ desks. The last governor to act in this

manner was Henry Clay Warmouth, the radical

Republican. Long adopted some of his tactics.

Warmouth lived until 1932. Many allege that

Warmouth read, or had someone read to him,

newspaper stories written about this young man,

and grinned widely and with great satisfaction

upon hearing how Long shook up the statehouse.

ANTI-LONG SENTIMENT

Long’s opponents were mostly the well-to-

do fiscal conservatives who criticized the means and

methods Long used to fund his public works

projects. Most called Long supporters the “Tax and

Spend” Party.

Both Sam Jones, who was elected in 1940,

and Robert Kennon, who was elected in 1952, sup-

ported civil service reform to cut down on the num-

ber of state offices that were given out as political

rewards. Kennon stuck to his principles. His tenure

in office is remembered as the zenith of good gov-

ernment in Louisiana. Anti-Longism was his creed.

Kennon secured the Civil Service, so it could con-

tinue without interference. Kennon also took a hard

look at Angola, the state penitentiary, and made

many improvements in its management. He brought

prison buildings up to code. He also hired the state’s

first professional criminologist to manage the prison

so that rehabilitation would be a primary goal. These

reforms reflected Kennon’s great humanity. He saw

the need for electoral accountability to erase

Louisiana’s image as a corrupt place. He fought to

put voting machines in every precinct in the state,

including those in the rural parishes.

Kennon also developed a sound state bud-

get. He believed that the public had a right to

know what was going on with the state’s money,

so he passed the Sunshine Law that allowed the

public to watch the budget committee do its work.

He also reduced taxes by offering more exemptions.

Part of Kennon’s major reform package was his

appointment of State Police Commissioner Francis

Grevemberg, who carried out extensive raids on
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illegal gambling, prostitution, and numbers rings

that were operating around the state, as well as in

New Orleans.

THE SCANDALS OF 1939

The candidate who won the governor’s

race in 1936, New Orleans Judge Richard W.

Leche, had been an early member of the Long or-

ganization. The Leche administration immediately

embarked on a pro-business course, because Leche

was conservative and more urban-oriented in his

thinking than any previous governor. He was de-

termined to continue the public works programs

of roads, bridges, hospitals, free school supplies, and

all the other benefits that had made Huey Long so

popular. Leche also tried to recruit industry to Loui-

siana. To pay for all these improvements, his ad-

ministration raised property taxes slightly. While

all this building was going on, Leche’s popularity

was growing. But things were not really what they

seemed. Leche had become very friendly with a

number of contractors who always managed to get

favorable state contracts. The Governor was, in

fact, involved in quite a number of shady deals.

The division between state money, Long money,

and Leche’s own bank account became blurred.

In 1939, several New Orleans newspaper

reporters uncovered a trail of theft, fraud, bribery,

and kickbacks that led to Governor Leche. The

public learned that Leche and some contractors

had sold materials and built roads for the state at

highly inflated prices, and that the governor re-

ceived large kickbacks from his cronies. Leche was

also implicated in a “hot oil” scheme in which pe-

troleum was transported out of the state without a

severance tax being paid on it.

Most devastating was the disappearance of

100 million dollars from the state treasury. The

governor and his men scrambled to cover up their

roles. Leche denied involvement, but soon the

Federal Government was called in to investigate

misuse of federal funds and the possibility of mail

and wire fraud.

The worst revelation to come out con-

cerned the President of LSU, James Monroe Smith,

who had embezzled half a million dollars from state

funds for himself. He had also lost half a million

more in stocks and bonds. When Smith was ar-

rested after fleeing to Canada, the story made in-

ternational news. Hundreds of people were impli-

cated in the wrongdoing. Leche’s administration

was completely discredited. Leche resigned from

office, was convicted of his crimes, and served time

in federal prison. The most important result of
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these scandals was that anti-Long forces were able

to seize the advantage in the next election and wrest

the governorship away from Long sympathizers.

WORLD WAR TWO

To successfully conduct war on a global scale,

the United States had to transform its economy to

support wartime production. Instead of cars, plea-

sure boats, and commercial aircraft, industry had to

construct trucks, tanks, jeeps, transports, ships, fight-

ers, cargo planes, and bombers. Factories had to make

guns, equipment, tents, and clothing. Food had to

be processed for field use by our soldiers. Revolu-

tionary changes were required for the South to re-

spond to huge wartime demands. Nowhere were such

economic changes more needed or more impressive

than in Louisiana.

The oil industry expanded to meet the bur-

geoning need for fuel. The Standard Oil refinery,

which had been opened in Louisiana since 1909,

grew. The plant hired many new workers, both black

and white, because democracy was at stake and all

hands were needed; nonetheless, black workers were

still segregated and paid less than their white coun-

terparts. By the end of World War II the refinery in

Baton Rouge had mushroomed into a huge indus-

trial complex, and it supplied seventy-six percent of

all the airplane fuel used in the war effort.

Standard Oil brought in plant managers

from the north who had to be housed, fed, enter-

tained, and occupied when they were not work-

ing. Many new workers came to Baton Rouge and

boosted the local economy.

The military could not leave its major fuel

plant defenseless against sabotage. The Army built

Harding Air Field in Baton Rouge and stationed a

fighter group there. World War II was an economic

bonanza for the area. In 1940 the city’s population

was 34,000. In 1950 the city’s population had

climbed to 126,000. By 1960 Baton Rouge’s popu-

lation had increased to 164,000 and the city be-

came a major petrochemical center.

Oil exploration was given a big boost dur-

ing the war. Most of the world’s known reserves

had been captured when the Japanese took over

Dutch possessions in Indonesia and the Germans

took over most of North Africa’s oil wells. Explo-

ration off the Louisiana coast was encouraged.

New Orleans’ shipyards supported the war

effort. In fact, New Orleans supplied more than

half of all the ships used in the war. By 1943, the

United States Navy had more than ninety vessels

in service that had been built in the Crescent City

by the Higgins Shipyards. Higgins also built all of
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the landing craft used on D-Day, as well as all of

the landing craft used in the Pacific.

Perhaps Louisiana’s greatest economic

stimulant was the number of army training camps

that were located in the state. Two huge military

training facilities, Beauregard and Polk, prepared

hundreds of thousands of men to go to war. Bar-

racks had to be built and roads had to be con-

structed. Private contractors were hired on the spot

to help the military construct their camps. Soldiers

had to be fed, entertained, and taken care of when

they left the camps on their days off. Private sector

businesses provided for their needs. Other military

bases were constructed in Louisiana during the war,

and afterwards as well. The former England Air

Force Base in Alexandria and the Belle Chasse

Naval Station south of New Orleans provided a

huge economic boost to the state.

Such economic stimulation meant greater

markets, more jobs, and many changes for Loui-

siana, which heretofore had been primarily an

agrarian economy. State government budgets in-

creased dramatically.

JIMMIE DAVIS, THE SINGING GOVERNOR

When the 1944 election came around, the

United States was still deeply involved in World

War II, so partisanship was not as intense. Unity

and determination prevailed over party politics.

Such conciliatory sentiment gave political new-

comer Jimmie Davis a chance to win high office.

Davis had been born around the turn of the cen-

tury in Jackson Parish and was the son of a poor

sharecropper. His beginnings were very humble.

Davis went to high school and attended Louisi-

ana College, a Baptist institution from which he

graduated in 1924. To put himself through college,

Davis took a guitar and sang in the streets of Alex-

andria. During the summer he sang at gigs across

the northern part of the state. His gospel tunes and

country music themes won him great local acclaim.

Davis earned a Masters Degree in Education from

LSU and taught history and civics at Dodd Col-

lege, a woman’s school in Shreveport. He began

to sing on Friday nights on KWKH radio. Decca

records signed him to a lifetime contract. His single,

“Nobody’s Darling but Mine,” won him national

fame as one of the best country stars in the land.

Davis formed a band and traveled around Louisi-

ana, Texas and eventually the whole country.

 By 1942, he had appeared in some minor

parts in Hollywood B movies. His good looks and

popularity won him many admirers among both

young and old. One of his friends suggested that he
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parlay his talent and appeal into political office. He

ran for and won the north Louisiana seat on

Louisiana’s Public Service Commission. Davis

evoked Huey Long in his campaign and cultivated

his image as an innocent country boy from north

Louisiana. Davis never followed the Long creed

closely, but he always portrayed himself as a man of

the people who wanted to make everyone happy.

Two years after getting elected to the Pub-

lic Service Commission, Davis appeared to be a

perfect candidate for the 1944 governor’s race. The

state needed someone who was honest and who

could unite the state and make everyone forget

the troubles of the war. Louisiana sorely needed

that “feel good” spirit which Davis could provide.

Davis approached Sam Jones and promised him

that if Jones endorsed him, Davis would continue

the anti-Long reforms. Since Davis was the most

well known candidate running, Earl Long fielded

an inconsequential opponent to run against him.

The Scandals of 1939 were still fresh in everyone’s

mind and Earl knew that the Long name would

not carry the day. Davis looked like a “shoe in” for

the job. Most of north Louisiana wanted him, Jones

endorsed him and the votes of south Louisiana

would not be able to overcome his popularity.

Davis also had lots of personal money to spend on

his campaign. His record deals and movie perfor-

mances had made him a wealthy man, and he was

one of Louisiana’s few truly self-made millionaires.

Davis came up with a very attractive cam-

paign slogan—Peace and Harmony. This slogan

had a double meaning—Peace and harmony in

place of war and peace and harmony in local poli-

tics as well. Lots of people were sick of the bicker-

ing of the pro-Long and anti-Long factions, so Davis

masterfully struck several chords among the people

of the state. He traveled all over but made few

speeches. He would ride up on his white horse,

Sunshine, tell the crowd he was for peace and har-

mony, ascend the platform, strap on his guitar and

give a free show. Davis won the election and served

as governor from 1944 to 1948.

Davis assumed office with the blessing of

Sam Jones and the reformers. Davis tried to keep

their reforms going, but in the end he turned to-

ward the pro-Long faction because they were ca-

pable of doing more favors for him.

Davis built more roads, raised the salaries

of teachers and state employees, and built several

charity hospitals around the state. He managed to

both balance state budgets, like the anti-Long fac-

tion wanted, and spend money on all those “good-

ies”  that the pro-Long faction demanded. At the
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end of his term Davis had a 48 million dollar sur-

plus. In contrast to Leche, Davis did a fine job of

managing state money and was not as dictatorial

as his predecessor.

The only real disadvantage to having Davis

as governor was that he was rarely in the state. He

went to Nashville to cut records and traveled

around the country with his band. He went to

Hollywood to star in movies and even portrayed

himself in a movie made about his life.

In his first year in office, Davis was gone

for 44 days. In his second year in office he was

gone for 68 days. In his third year in office Davis

was out of state for more than 108 days, which is

more three months. Because he was gone so much,

by the end of his term some accused him of being a

do-nothing governor. People soon forgot the cor-

ruption of the 1939 scandals and longed for the

glory days of the Huey Long era.

THE ERA OF EARL K. LONG

Some historians cite Earl K. Long as the

state’s best governor. He brought Longism into the

postwar era when he was elected, in his own right,

in 1948. He rode a wave of prosperity that allowed

him to expand state services. Earl was able to de-

liver many of the improvements that Huey had

wished for the state. By 1948 voters were looking

for an active, involved governor. Sensing that the

time was right, Earl K. Long hit the campaign trail

and “played up” his north Louisiana roots. He told

the crowds that gathered in rural parishes that he

was nothing but a country boy farmer from Winn

Parish who hated city slickers. Long blew his nose

in the middle of speeches, cursed anyone in his

way, spit, and scratched when he felt like it. Earl

K. Long was quite a character. During his cam-

paign, he organized volunteers who put up signs,

distributed buttons, fans and flyers, and used tele-

phone banks to reach the grass roots.

Earl promised that he’d raise teachers’ sala-

ries higher than all previous governors had done.

He promised to expand the hot lunch program at

schools to ensure every child got a free meal. He

committed to raising old age pensions to $50 a

month. He promised voters more hospitals and

other social-welfare programs. Louisiana govern-

ment had never provided such benefits before, so

Earl garnered widespread support for offering them,

though he never explained how he planned to pay

for all these benefits. The public assumed that new

taxes would be levied on businesses and the

wealthy. With Long promising his constituents the

world, his opponents had little opportunity to gain
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ground and Earl surged to an impressive victory.

Earl K. Long’s administration spent more

money than all previous administrations combined.

The millions left over from Jimmie Davis’ admin-

istration were spent immediately. Like his brother,

Long delivered, and to top his brother, he deliv-

ered more and better things. The $50 pension

passed. Free ambulance service was provided for

everyone and charity hospitals that offered free

medical care were built in New Orleans, Baton

Rouge, and other cities. Long was a pioneer in

the mental health field as well. He built mental

health hospitals, including a fine facility at

Mandeville. Long knew what he wanted and got

it if he really wanted it. He expanded the school

lunch program and set a minimum salary for all

teachers, regardless of their race. He saw to it that

African-Americans got equal pay for equal work

in all federally funded projects of the state.

Long also offered a $5,000 homestead ex-

emption to World War II veterans. He increased

financial aid for students. Perhaps his most visible

legacy is the network of the roads and bridges his

administration built. Uncle Earl, as his supporters

called him, was responsible for Louisiana’s mod-

ern system of roads and bridges.

To pay for all these improvements, Earl

raised taxes 50% and raised the state’s bonded in-

debtedness by 33%. The state owed more money

to its creditors than ever before. Earl also slapped a

2 cent sales tax on gasoline and tripled the sever-

ance tax on oil. Then, to the dismay of many, Earl

raised the sin taxes on alcohol, tobacco, and play-

ing cards.

A few minor scandals rocked Long’s ad-

ministration, but nothing like the scandals of 1939.

People were disturbed when Earl decided to call a

constitutional convention so that he could run for

a third term. Many people saw this as a dangerous

move. Once Earl called for the convention, he re-

alized he had pressed his advantage too far. Voters

loved his new programs, but Earl’s “good-old-boy”

way of doing things upset their sensibilities. He

failed in his attempt to succeed himself.
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Louisiana: A History
Episode Five: Currents of Change

Topic Guide and VHS Locator

Topic .................................. Title As It Appears on Screen ..............Minutes into program

1: The Roar of the Water ......................................... The Roar of the Water ................................................ 03 min. 37 s.

2: Aftermath of the Flood ...................................................................................................................................................... 08 min. 45 s.

3: The Kingfish ................................................... The Kingfish .......................................................... 10 min. 52 s.

 4: Rogues and Reformers ........................................ Rogues and Reformers ............................................... 24 min. 47 s.

 5: A World at War ................................................................ A World at War ....................................................... 27 min. 26 s.

 6: Peace, Prosperity and Rock 'n Roll .......................... Peace, Prosperity and Rock 'n Roll ................................. 32 min. 36 s.

7: A Rough and Tumble Man (Uncle Earl, 1948-1952) ...... A Rough and Tumble Man .......................................... 41 min. 56 s.

8: Uncle Earl, 1956-1960 ....................................................................................................................................................... 45 min. 59 s.
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Louisiana Social Studies Content Standards:
G-1D-M1 analyzing and evaluating the effects of

human actions upon the physical environ-
ment;

G-1D-M2 explaining and giving examples of how
characteristics of different physical environ-
ments affect human activities;

G-1D-M3 analyzing the worldwide distribution and
utilization of natural resources;

C-1A-M9 explaining the necessity of taxes and
describing the purposes for which tax rev-
enues are used;

C-1A-M10 identifying and evaluating different
types of taxes;

E-1A-M7 describing the various institutions, such
as business firms and government agencies,
that makeup economic systems;

E-1A-M9 using economic concepts to help explain
historic and contemporary events and de-
velopments;

E-1C-M2 describing the influences of inflation,
unemployment, and underemployment on
different groups of people;

H-1A-M2 analyzing the impact that specific indi-
viduals, ideas, events, and decisions had on
the course of history;

H-1D-M1 describing the contributions of people,
events, movements, and ideas that have been
significant in Louisiana throughout history;

H-1D-M5 tracing the development and growth of
Louisiana’s economy throughout history;

Key Terms:
industrialization, infrastructure, natural
resources, non-renewable natural re-
sources, separation of powers, economic
depression, governor’s responsibilities,
and political campaigns

Topic: The Longs
Episode 5 Activities: Part 7

Introduction:
Ask students to identify people they consider good
leaders today. This would include political leaders
as well as others. Have them identify the reasons
they consider these people good leaders and de-
velop a list of leadership qualities. Then discuss
the problems a leader faces. Suggest that as they
watch the video and complete the lesson, they
consider the leadership qualities of Huey Long and
Earl Long.

Viewing Guide:
Students categorize the events and ideas as ei-
ther positive or negative for Louisiana. A hand-
out is provided.
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Activity 1: In a class discussion, students review the viewing guides, identifying disagreements about
whether a statement was positive or negative. The discussion should identify reasons why people saw
the same event in different ways. Also, the discussion should consider whether or not some events have
both positive and negative elements.

Activity 2: Students create a political cartoon expressing one of the negative opinions from their view-
ing guides.

Activity 3: The class participates in an informal debate about Huey Long’s leadership. One team sup-
ports the idea that he was a good leader and the other team opposes that view. Each team develops a list
of responses, including supporting details for their opinions. During the debate, the teams alternate
speakers. Each student then writes an evaluation of the debate, deciding which team had the better
overall argument.

Activity 4: The class role-plays a press conference for Huey Long. First, small groups will formulate
questions and answers. One student portrays Huey Long, using the answers from the groups as needed.
This activity may work best if the questions are developed one day and given to the student portraying
Huey Long to review before the next day. During the role-play, each student portrays a reporter and asks
at least one question from the list prepared by their group.

Activity 5: Students design a campaign billboard for Huey Long. They should include information
about one of his promises to the people.

Activity 6: Small groups create a musical jingle for a television ad for Earl Long. He was the first candi-
date for governor to use television in his campaigning.

Activity 7: In small groups, students create campaign slogans that would appeal to voters today. They
should consider the impact of Huey Long’s “Every Man A King”, which was effective at the time. They
should consider what people want from government today before they develop the slogan.

Activity 8: Students survey adults over 50 about their memories of early Rock 'n roll. The survey ques-
tions are: (1) What is your favorite early Rock 'n roll song? (2) What is your favorite Louisiana Rock 'n
roll star from the 50’s and 60’s? Compare the results and graph them.
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Higher Order Thinking Questions:

These are examples of questions that will require students to apply complex thinking to the content of
the lesson.

1. Do people expect more of their leaders than they do of themselves?
2. How does the economy affect what people want and expect from government?
3. What effect did the depression have on the future of Louisiana
4. Huey Long built a new state capitol that looks like a skyscraper. The old capitol looks like

a castle. What does the choice of architectural style say about the ideas of the times?
5. Was Huey Long a dictator? Explain your answer.
6. Earl Long was often described as a colorful character. What does this expression mean?
7. Who was a better governor, Huey Long or Earl Long? Why?
8. How did World War II affect the oil industry in Louisiana?
9. Why did Louisiana become more urban after World War II?

10. How did this change life in Louisiana?
11. What effect did the restrictions on their culture have on the Cajun people?
12. Why do you think many Americans wanted to suppress the differences in the post World

War II culture?
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Viewing Guide Handout

As you view this episode, identify the events, ideas and attitudes presented. Some had a positive effect
on Louisiana and some had a negative effect. List your choices on the Venn Diagram below. You should
have at least ten listings when you finish.

Positive Negative
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Activity 3: Huey Long

Huey Long is one of the most controversial political leaders in the history of Louisiana. Some people
opposed all of his actions, while others thought everything he did was good for the state. As you identify
the policies and actions of Huey Long, decide your own views about each. List each of your responses in
one of these categories.

AGREE

DISAGREE

UNDECIDED

Thinking about your choices

1. Why did people seem to have such strong opinions about Huey Long?

2. What factors influenced your choices?

3. Do you think it is easier to make these decisions today than it would have been then? Why?
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Activity 8: A Survey

Taking a survey is one way of gathering information about the past. Many people will remember the
cultural changes they have lived through. Rock 'n roll was a new and very different form of music. You
can learn more about Rock ‘n roll in Louisiana by asking people who were teenagers during the 1950’s
and early 1960’s.

Find at least ten adults who fall into this age category and ask them the survey questions below.

1. What is your favorite Rock ‘n roll song?

2. Do you know the approximate year it was popular?

3. What Louisiana Rock ‘n roll musician from the 50’s and 60’s was your favorite?
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